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virtual for a while

Stay Safe! 

As earlier announced, your club board of  directors has decided 
to continue club operations normally, except for dinner meetings, 
at least as long as the state shelter-in-place order remains in 
force. The hope is to be able to resume dinner meetings at the 
start of  the 2020-2021 Torch season or perhaps with an August 
picnic. Having virtual operations until then means that members 
will continue to enjoy the benefit of  our monthly presentations 
with the usual question-and-answer opportunity. 

Program Chair Pat Allen has already put together a very 
appealing 2020-2021 line-up of  nine programs that will be 
announced in June. 

Your board of  directors continues to meet as needed.



Annual Frederick Torch Picnic 
 

Norine Haas is working on this year's picnic now rescheduled hopefully 
for August unless gatherings are still not possible. We'll keep you updated. 



Your 2019-2020  
Board of Directors

Welcome 

President John Menke and the other members of  the 
Torch Club of  Frederick's board of  directors welcome 
you to this Torch year's interesting programs and 
dinners. We look forward to seeing each of  you. 

President  John Menke .
Vice President John Hewetson 
Secretary  Peter Michael  ............................

Treasurer  Claire Kondig 
Assistant Treasurer John Kondig  
Program Chairs Pat Allen & Roy Greene 
Membership Chair Frank Sledge 
Reservations Chair John Hewetson



need a lift?

❦ 

Membership Chair Frank Sledge invites you to get in touch with 
him and he will do his best to arrange your transportation to and 
from club dinners and the annual club picnic when we again meet 
at Ceresville Mansion.  



next presentation  
May 27, 2020

Don Linton on "Frederick History" 

Guest speaker and legendary Frederick Countian Don Linton will 
deliver the club's third virtual presentation. He will speak on 
"Frederick History" and his pivotal role in revitalizing what had 
become a drab old downtown leading up to the election of  Ron 
Young as mayor in 1973.  

This Zoom presentation will occur on May 27th. Note that this is a 
Wednesday and later than the originally announced May meeting 
date. We will email you an invitation with Zoom link. 

Much of  the material for Don's presentation will come from his 2018 
autobiography, My Journey, particularly the chapters on downtown 
Frederick, which he has asked be provided to Torch members in 
advance. Members are encouraged to read this brief  excerpt before 
the meeting. Click here to read or download the excerpt.

https://tinyurl.com/LintonExtract


This Month's presenter

Don Linton 

Long-time Frederick County civic leader Donald C. Linton 
hardly needs an introduction. Linton was founder, head or 
member of  the Hood College board of  trustees, Frederick 
Community College board of  trustees, Maryland Higher 
Education Investment Board, Community Foundation of  
Frederick County, Frederick County Chamber of  Commerce 
and Family Heritage Trust Company, among others. 

As a board member of  the County's Montevue and Citizens
senior citizen homes, he successfully fought their sale, saving two revered 
local institutions. As president of  the William E. Cross Foundation, Linton 
supported construction of  Frederick's John Hanson National Memorial and 
Jane Hanson National Memorial. His efforts also led to the founding of  the 
City of  Frederick Historic District Commission. 

Professionally, Don Linton is cofounder of  Linton, Shafer Warfield & 
Garrett, a leading western Maryland CPA firm.



Most Recent Presentation 
April 27, 2020

Marguerite Wilson on "Thaddeus Stevens and Butler v. Delaplaine: How 
a Frederick County Slave and Her Owner Influenced American History" 

Said our April presenter, "I have always been interested in how one person 
or one event in the right environment can change the course of  history.  
This story is one example of  this phenomenon." 

In her richly illustrated presentation, Marguerite described the early 
experiences  that shaped Congressman and abolitionist Thaddeus Stevens' 
thinking, explored how the Butler v. Delaplaine case influenced his actions, 
and told us how Stevens's accomplishments and failures shaped history. 

Marguerite also related the love story, far ahead if  its time, of  Stevens and 
his African American housekeeper, Lydia Smith, living openly together for 
the last 20 years of  his life.



2019-2020 presentations  
September - December

Many thanks to last year's Program Chair Jack Topchik for lining up the 
following presentations for the 2019-2020 Torch year. 

• September 23, 2019  
Syl Schieber on "Healthcare USA: A Threat to Future Prosperity" 

• October 28, 2019  
Jack Topchik on "The Effects of  the Espionage Spy Trial of  Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg on the American Jewish Community" 

• November 18, 2019  
Jeff  Wilson on “The Climate Crisis; Where We Are, Where We Are 
Going, and What Can Be Done” 

• December 16, 2019  
Amy McDougal on "The Changing Legal Landscape of  Cannabis"  
The speaker is the daughter of  club member Penny McDougal.



2019-2020 presentations  
January - may

• January 27, 2020  
Toni Clarke on "Observations on Foster Care in Maryland"  

• February 24, 2020  
John Menke on "Know What You Are Seeing: From Black Holes to Paint 
Chips, from Earthquakes to Oximeters" 

• March 23, 2020  
John George on "Harvey Ladew: Man, House and Garden"  

• April 27, 2020  
Marguerite Wilson on "Thaddeus Stevens and Butler v. Delaplaine: How a 
Frederick County Slave and Her Owner Influenced American History" 

• May 27, 2020  
Don Linton on "Frederick History" 



New Members

Our  newest  members  are  husband  and  wife  Rosers  Caminals-
Heath and Bill Heath who were introduced at our February dinner. 
(Dr.  Caminals-Heath  pronounces  her  first  name Rosé.)  They  are 
retired faculty from, respectively, Hood College and Mount Saint 
Mary's  University.  Please  be  sure  to  welcome  them  at  our  next 
dinner.  Their  contact  information has been entered into the club 
roster (link on the following slide).

❦

Do you have acquaintances who would enjoy stimulating company, 
lively  conversation,  and  interesting  exchanges  of  ideas  over 
excellent dinners, all followed by fascinating presentations? Invite 
them to a Torch Club dinner or two and then to join Torch.

For additional information and the club membership application, 
visit the club website at fredtorch.org or contact Membership Chair 
Frank Sledge at f.sledge@comcast.net.

http://www.fredtorch.org
mailto:f.sledge@comcast.net


Club Archives

Torch Club of Frederick Bulletin 
Past issues beginning with October 2017 are archived and 

may be viewed, downloaded or printed here. 

❦ 
2019-2020 Program and Member Roster 

The 2019-2020 Program and the club's Member Roster are 
updated regularly. View, download or print here. 

❦ 
Club Website  

Board meeting minutes, past presentations and more  
may be reached at the club website here.  

❦ 
2020 Member Survey 

Survey results may be viewed, downloaded or printed here. 

https://bit.ly/2LvzTy0
https://bit.ly/2LR7LnN
https://bit.ly/2N19Pv0
https://tinyurl.com/2020TorchSurvey

