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Coming soon

The Torch Club of Frederick  
2020 Member Survey 

This five-minute survey will enable the club to better understand 
and serve the needs of  its members.  

Your participation is very important in assessing member 
opinion on how well the club is performing. All members, 
spouses and partners are urged to take the survey. The more 
who participate, the better survey results the club will have to 
guide club work. Participation is anonymous. 

Look for an announcement in your email inbox early this month.  
In it will be a link to the survey at SurveyMonkey.com. 



Your 2019-2020  
Board of Directors

Welcome 

President John Menke and the other members of  the 
Torch Club of  Frederick's board of  directors welcome 
you to this Torch year's interesting programs and 
dinners. We look forward to seeing each of  you. 

President  John Menke .
Vice President John Hewetson 
Secretary  Peter Michael  ............................

Treasurer  Claire Kondig 
Assistant Treasurer John Kondig  
Program Chairs Pat Allen & Roy Greene 
Membership Chair Frank Sledge 
Reservations Chair John Hewetson



need a lift to dinner?

❦ 

Membership Chair Frank Sledge invites you to get in touch with 
him and he will do his best to arrange your transportation to and 
from club dinners. You can reach Frank at f.sledge@comcast.net 
or at 301.980.2019.

mailto:f.sledge@comcast.net


next Presentation 
January 27, 2020

Toni Clarke on "Observations on Foster Care in Maryland" 

Toni says that she knew absolutely nothing about foster care until her 
older daughter and son-in-law, who live adjacent to her, trained and 
became foster parents. Says Toni, "We live on their farm so help out 
frequently." 

Toni has been approved by the Frederick County Department of  
Social Services to help the couple who are officially-certified foster 
parents. Over the past three years Toni states that she "has learned a 
lot about foster care, both the 'ups' and the 'downs,'" and would like 
to share her knowledge with us. As she points out, "After all, perhaps 
you should know about this public service, as you help pay for it with 
your tax dollars!"



Dinner sign-up

Attending or not, please let Vice President John Hewetson know and, 
if  you plan to attend, your seating requests and the names of  your 
guests. Please respond to John soon at torchreservations@gmail.com 
(preferably) with “Torch” in the subject line of  your email, or call him 
at 301.663.8130. 

~ No click-through? Paste the email address into the “To” line of  an email.~  

Sign-up Deadline— Preferably at least five days before the dinner 
Cost— $30 per person (also payable if  a signed-up no-show) 
Cancellations— Email the address above before the day of  the dinner.  

Book Exchange— To enjoy this pleasant club offering, put books you 
bring on the book table. You may take the same number as you 
brought. Before leaving, you may take any remaining books and must 
take yours.

mailto:torchreservations@gmail.com?subject=Torch%20Reservations


This Month's presenter

Antonette "Toni" Clarke was born in England during 
WWII. After graduation from from Nottingham University, 
Toni taught math, English and French to British high-
schoolers before marrying husband John Clarke and opting 
to be a stay-at-home mom to their three children. 
In 1977 the Clarke family emigrated to Illinois where Toni 
served on eleven not-for-profit boards and chaired the fund-
raising and construction of  a $4 million public library.

In 2005 she and John moved to Woodsboro where they converted a 
dilapidated 250-year-old barn into their uniquely stunning retirement 
home.  Toni delights in their 12 grandchildren who include adoptees from 
Kazakhstan and  Ethiopia, and numerous foster-grandchildren. During the 
past 13 years she has volunteered weekly with first-graders at Waverley 
Elementary School, the highlight of  her week, she says. 



Most recent Presentation 
December 16, 2019

Amy McDougal on "The Changing Legal Landscape of Cannabis"

Ms. McDougal shared her perspective as an attorney 
in the cannabis industry on the impact of  legalization 
thus far, how legalization of  cannabis is impacting 
corporate operations and compliance, how the friction 
between federal versus state cannabis laws is 
unprecedented, and how this may be resolved to 
increase patient access to medical marijuana. 

Ms. McDougal then illuminated the current legal landscape of  medical 
marijuana, projected changes in the months and years to come, the 
impact of  the legalization of  hemp, and how we can expect to see the 
marketplace morph due to introduction of  cannabis-based products. 



2019-2020 presentations  
September - December

Many thanks to last year's Program Chair Jack Topchik for lining up 
the following presentations for the 2019-2020 Torch year. 

• September 23, 2019  
Syl Schieber on "Healthcare USA: A Threat to Future Prosperity" 

• October 28, 2019  
Jack Topchik on "The Effects of  the Espionage Spy Trial of  Julius 
and Ethel Rosenberg on the American Jewish Community" 

• November 18, 2019  
Jeff  Wilson on “The Climate Crisis; Where We Are, Where We 
Are Going, and What Can Be Done” 

• December 16, 2019  
Amy McDougal on "The Changing Legal Landscape of  Cannabis"  
The speaker is the daughter of  club member Penny McDougal.



2019-2020 presentations  
January - may

• January 27, 2020  
Toni Clarke on "Observations on Foster Care in Maryland"  

• February 24, 2020  
John Menke on an intriguing astronomy-related topic 

• March 23, 2020  
John George on "Harvey Ladew: Man, House and Garden"  

• April 27, 2020  
Marguerite Wilson on "Two 19th Century Court Cases  
Involving Maryland Slave Owners" 

• May 18, 2020  
Clare Kondig on "The Impact of  The McGuffie Reader  
on American Education" 



New Members

Our newest members are Mark Pickens who was introduced at our 
November dinner and Janice Shaff, introduced last month. Please 
be sure to welcome Mark and Janice at the January dinner. Their 
contact information has been entered into the club roster (link on 
the following slide).

❦

Do you have acquaintances who would enjoy stimulating company, 
lively  conversation,  and  interesting  exchanges  of  ideas  over 
excellent dinners, all followed by fascinating presentations? Invite 
them to a Torch Club dinner or two and then to join Torch.

For additional information and the club membership application, 
visit the club website at fredtorch.org or contact Membership Chair 
Frank Sledge at f.sledge@comcast.net.

http://www.fredtorch.org
mailto:f.sledge@comcast.net


Club Archives
Be sure to bookmark the following links in your web browser. 

Torch Club of Frederick Bulletin 
Past issues of  the Torch Club of  Frederick Bulletin beginning 
with the October 2017 issue have been archived and may be 
viewed, downloaded or printed here. 

❦ 
2019-2020 Program and Member Roster 

The 2019-2020 Program and the club's Member Roster are now 
available and updated regularly. View, download or print here. 

❦ 

Club Website, Board Meeting Minutes and More 
Minutes of  meetings of  the board of  directors of  the Torch Club 
of  Frederick may be reached at the club website here.  

https://bit.ly/2LvzTy0
https://bit.ly/2LR7LnN
https://bit.ly/2N19Pv0

